THE CONSTITUTION OF THE 

UNITED WAY STUDENTS in ACTION at 

KANSAS STATE UNIVERSITY

MANHATTAN, KANSAS

Origin: 2008 
Article I: Name and Purpose
Section 1:  This organization shall be known as the United Way Students in Action.

Section 2:  The mission of United Way Students in Action at Kansas State University is 
to advance the common good in the community and on campus, helping create 
lasting change in the areas of education, income, and health; help student 
members of the group grow as leaders and develop their leadership skills; and 
connect with the growing United Way Movement.  

In doing so, the United Way campus affiliate at Kansas State University works 
closely with their local United Way and the United Way global movement.  The 
mission of the United Way movement is to improve lives by mobilizing the caring 
power of communities.  The mission of the United Way of Riley County is to 

“increase the organized capacity of people to care for one another” by uniting 
diverse elements in an area-wide effort plan, support, deliver and monitor 
effective human service programs that are responsive to current community 
needs.”
Section 3. Statement of Compliance:  The bylaws of United Way Students in Action 
shall not violate the bylaws, constitution and Code of Ethics of the United Way of 
Riley County.  
Article II: Membership
Section 1:  Membership shall be open to any undergraduate or graduate student at Kansas 
State University who attends and participates in regular meetings.  Active 
members:
1. Hold various functional responsibilities of the organization. 

2. May hold executive officer positions. 

3. Shall serve on at least one committee 

4. Are eligible for the position of voting member of the Riley County United Way Board of Directors.  
5. Vote in executive officer elections. 

Section 2. New Members:  

1. Any and all new members will be given full disclosure during recruitment, 
including but not limited to the disclosure of: 


a. Schedule of Events and Activities 


b. A list of responsibilities  
2. All members, including but not limited to new members and recruits, reserve the right to refrain from participating in any activities without consequence, based upon the personal religious beliefs, personal values, or moral reserve as defined by that member. 

3. Any and all interaction/activity between member and/or new members will be limited to the guidelines stated by university policy, as well as local, state, and federal law. 

Section 3. Expulsion of members:  The United Way Students in Action reserves the 
right to expel a member who is not following the policies of the organization, as 
determined by 
the Board. 

Article III: Advisors
Advisors are a Kansas State University full-time faculty member, staff person, or administrator and a United Way of Riley County staff member who regularly attend meetings and advise the active members. 

Advisors shall: 

1. Provide experienced advice and oversee administrative decisions. 

2. Handle all business of executive officer elections 

Article IV: Meetings 
Section 1:  There shall be a minimum of four (4) meetings per calendar year.  All 
members shall be notified at least seven (7) days prior to each meeting.  If 
necessary, the executive board shall meet in advance.   
Section 2:  Special meetings may be held on the call of the President or, if the President 
is absent or unable to act, by any officer of the organization.  

Section 3:  In order to qualify as one of the four (4) meetings, there must be a quorum 
present.  A quorum is defined as 60% of the organization, with at least one (1) 
being an officer. 
Article V: Executive Officers
The officers of this organization shall be President, Vice-President, Treasurer, and Secretary.  
Section 1:  President – One (1) year term
The President shall: 

1. Chair all regular meetings 

2. Handle all University business, i.e. 


a. Reserve meeting rooms 


b. Meet with University Officials 

3. Set UWSA agenda for the year 


a. Fundraising goals and events 


b. Plan for improvement 


c. Any other goals deemed necessary 

4. Responsible for anything not specified in the Constitution 

Section 2:  Vice-President – One (1) year term 
The Vice President shall: 


1. Oversee all committee chairs’ activities and responsibilities 


2. Act as event coordinator for UWSA events not specified in the Constitution 


3. Serve as President if he/she is unavailable 

Duties and Powers shared by President and Vice President 

The President and Vice President shall attend or provide report from Kansas State University Steering Committee meetings 

Section 3:  Treasurer – One (1) year term
The Treasurer shall: 

1.  Conduct all financial business, including but not limited to: 

a. Develop and submit organization budget 


b. Attend all required meetings 


c. Deliver all proceeds to United Way of Riley County

d. Maintain financial integrity of UWSA 

Section 4:  Secretary – One (1) year term 
The Secretary shall: 

1. Take all notes and type up official minutes for regular meetings 


2. Maintain records of membership 


3. Assume responsibility of membership issues 

a. Quantity of membership; lead organization participation in Student Involvement and Volunteer Fairs 



b. Track attendance of meetings and events  

Article VI: Executive Officer Elections
Section 1. Timing of Elections:   Elections for President and Vice President shall occur 
at a regular meeting in March. 

Section 2. Election Procedure:   Election Procedure shall be as follows: 
1. Any active member is nominated by any active member including her/himself. 

2. Nominee is seconded by any other active member to become a candidate 

3. Nominees will give a speech; once all nominees speak there will be a discussion period amongst members regarding the nominees. 

4. Voting shall be through secret written ballot and consist of two rounds 

a. First round will narrow field down to the two candidates receiving the most votes by plurality 

b. Second round shall determine Executive Officer Elect by simple majority 

c. In the event of 1-2 candidates, only one round of simple majority will be necessary 

5. Advisors will oversee and facilitate the election process 

Article VII: Committees
Section 1. Committee Chairs:   Each committee will have a Committee Chair. The 
Committee Chairs are selected by the committee members themselves 
Committee Chairs shall: 

1. Be responsible for all committee duties 

2. Act as committee liaison to Vice-President 

3. Chair any separate committee meetings 

Section 2:  Agency Outreach 
The Agency Outreach Committee shall: 

1. Head contact between UWSA and UWRC agencies 

2. Coordinates service projects with the agencies 

3. Schedule agency speakers at UWSA meetings 

Section 3:  Publicity Committee 
The Public Relations Committee shall: 

1. Create and execute advertising campaigns whenever needed 

2. Be concerned with the general public’s perception of the United Way Students in Action
3. In the event the club cannot sustain this committee the duties fall to the VP 

Section 4:  Fundraising Committee 
1. Oversee planning and events 

2. Keep track of funds raised in conjunction with the secretary.  
3. Distribute information on events to the group 

4. Mail fundraising letters to the addresses provided by members 

Section 5:  Day of Caring Committee 
1. Oversee all logistics, staffing, and publicity needs for the event 

2. Serve on Steering Committee 

Duality clause- No person can chair two committees simultaneously. 

Article VIII: Impeachment and Removal
Section 1. Rules for Impeachment:  Any officer or chairperson can be impeached on 
the following rules: 
1. Conviction of any misdemeanor or felony offense 

2. A serious violation of University policy 

3. Any actions that do not promote the values of the United Way of Riley County
4. Any actions that do not promote the values of the United Way Students in Action
Section 2. Impeachment Process:  Any officer or chairperson can be impeached by 
three (3) of four (4) Executive board members 
Section 3. Removal Process: At the next general meeting, a three fourths (3/4) vote is needed from all active members to remove the impeached person. 
Article IX: Amendment and Approval

Section 1. Amendments:  Amendments are the authority of the President and advisors as 
deemed appropriate to fit the needs of the Student United Way. Recommendations 
for amendment can be made at any time. 
Section 2. Approval:  Amendments are ratified when three (3) out of four (4) of the 
Executive Board approve. 

